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SITE DESCRIPTION/RESOLUTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS:
This site operated as a steel mill from 1906 until 1981, when the last operator, the John A. Roebling Steel
Company, closed down and leased portions of the property to other businesses. There are approximately 70
buildings at the site. Potential sources of contamination included two sludge lagoons, an inactive landfill,
storage tanks, pits and sumps containing hazardous materials, railroad cars containing fly ash, process
buildings containing treatment baths, a network of underground piping containing liquids and sludges, and
friable asbestos insulation covering pipes. In addition, slag residue from steel production was used to fill in
a large portion of the property bordering the Delaware River shoreline. These conditions prompted USEPA
to add the Roebling Steel Company to the National Priorities List of Superfund sites in 1982. In 1985,
USEPA began a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) to determine the nature and extent of the
contamination at the site and evaluate cleanup alternatives. Between 1987 and 1988, USEPA conducted
two major Emergency Removal Actions to reduce the risk of fire and prevent injuries to trespassers.
Approximately 3,000 55-gallon drums, 5,000 gallons of acids and more than 100 tons of hazardous solids
and laboratory chemicals were transported off site during the Emergency Removal Actions. After the
Emergency Removal Actions were completed USEPA established the following Operable Units (OU) for
the site: the high hazard sources of contamination that were not addressed during the Emergency Removal
Actions (OU1); the playground area bordering the southeast side of the site (OU2); the 34-acre slag
disposal area adjacent to the Delaware River (OU3); the 70 on-site buildings and associated contamination
(OU4); and the on-site soils, ground water, lagoons and other areas of concern (OU5).

Between 1990 and 1995, USEPA issued three Record of Decisions (ROD) with NJDEP concurrence that
established final remedial actions for OU1 through OU4. In 1991, USEPA implemented an Interim
Remedial Measure (IRM) to satisfy the requirements of the OU1 ROD, which required the removal and
off-site disposal of drums, transformers, tank contents, baghouse dust and chemical piles, tires and the
contaminated surface soils under the Roebling Park water tower. Over 260 drums of waste, 45,000 gallons
of transformer oil, 267,000 gallons of tank liquids, 1,300 tons of tank sludges, as well as smaller quantities
of asbestos and contaminated soil were removed during the IRM. Remediation of OU2, which involved
excavating approximately 160 cubic yards of contaminated soil from the playground, was completed in
1994 and the playground was subsequently reopened. The material excavated from the playground was
determined to be nonhazardous, therefore it was disposed of in the slag area. For  OU3, USEPA plans to
install a soil cover over the 34-acre slag area and vegetate the soil cover to prevent erosion. Remediation of
OU4, which includes removal and disposal of the contents of underground tanks and piping, asbestos
abatement, decontamination and demolition of the buildings, removal of scrap metal from building debris
and equipment, and disposal of process dust and the contents of above ground tanks, pits and sumps, is
underway.

In 2002, USEPA completed an RI/FS for the site-wide contamination (OU5). The RI/FS included sampling
of the surface and subsurface soil across the site, an on-site landfill, two sludge lagoons, river and creek
sediments and ground water. USEPA plans to issue a ROD outlining the final remedial actions for OU5 in
2003. The ROD for OU5 will include an amendment to modify the OU3 remedy.


